Psychometric properties, factorial structure, and measurement invariance of the English and French versions of the Medical Outcomes Study social support scale.
The Medical Outcomes Study (MOS) social support scale is a 19-item survey that measures four dimensions of functional support. The current study reports on the psychometric properties, factorial structure, and measurement invariance of the scale for a sample of English- and French-speaking Canadians aged 55 or older. The internal consistency and composite reliability for a congeneric measurement model of the dimensions of functional social support were examined. A confirmatory factor analysis and test of invariance across language (English = 2,642; French = 489) were also performed. Across both English- and French-speaking respondents, results indicated good internal consistency (Cronbach's alpha ranged from .90 to .97) and composite reliability (ranging from .93 to .97) for all dimensions of functional social support. The confirmatory factor analysis revealed acceptable fit indices for the 4-factor structure similar to the original one. The scale appears to function uniformly across both language groups. The MOS social support scale appears to be a psychometrically sound instrument for use in research on social support with samples of English- and French-speaking older adults.